economical, do in themselves constitute certain well understood difficulties in the commissariat, and varying numbers do so to a still greater extent. "Where the number of the population is both large and fluctuating, as is the case in many hospitals, the difficulty of providing exactly enough and no more is enormously increased, and when it is remembered that these variations in number extend to each ward which differs almost daily in its requirements, it is seen that a strain will rest upon even the most closely devised system, if waste is to be altogether avoided. 
